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EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL  THE GRAPHIC NOVEL  A  LI FELON G SU RVIVAL      PAGE 1/3

90 minutes

More intensive exploration and discussion of the themes in the 
graphic novel about life in the Dachau concentration camp 
by working in small groups and sensitizing the students about the 
differences between the historical concentration camp and the 
Dachau Memorial Site today. 

Module 2 takes 90 minutes for preparing a visit to the Memorial 
Site. In addition to the animated graphic novel / short film, students 
also work with the e-paper version and delve deeper into the topic 
through more extensive group work. Module 2 also offers conside-
rably more time than module 1 for preparing a visit to the Memorial 
Site and sensitizing students about the differences between today’s 
Memorial Site and the historical Dachau concentration camp.

• Materials on Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz for teachers
• Information on the history of the Dachau concentration camp:   

 https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/historical-site/
dachau-concentration-camp-1933-1945/ 

• Photograph of Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz with his saved notes 
 and in prisoner clothing 
• Animated graphic novel / short film A Lifelong Survival:  

 https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/history-online/the-
graphic-novel-a-lifelong-survival/

• Access to the e-paper version of the graphic novel: 
 https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/history-online/the-
graphic-novel-a-lifelong-survival/

• Exercise sheets for group work (groups 1-6 )
• Exercise sheet 2: Contemporary Relevance

TIME REQUIRED

LEARNING GOALS

DESCRIPTION 

POSSIBLE MATERIAL 

FOR PREPARING THE LESSON

NECESSARY MATERIAL 

FOR THE LESSON

PREPARING A VISIT TO THE DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL SITE | MODULE 2

RECOMMENDED LESSON STRUCTURE (90 MINUTES)

	https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/historical-site/dachau-concentration-camp-1933-1945/
	https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/historical-site/dachau-concentration-camp-1933-1945/
https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/history-online/the-graphic-novel-a-lifelong-survival/
https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/history-online/the-graphic-novel-a-lifelong-survival/
	https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/history-online/the-graphic-novel-a-lifelong-survival/
	https://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/en/history-online/the-graphic-novel-a-lifelong-survival/
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TIME STRUCTURE

TIME

5 min

15 min

25 min

CONTENTS

Show the photo of Edgar 
Kupfer-Koberwitz  
with his saved notes and in 
prisoner clothes

Ask the students about 
their associations:
Describe the man.
Who could he be?
What is the story behind 
the photo?

Provide some brief 
information on the 
biography of 
Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

View together the 
animated graphic novel film 
A Lifelong Survival

Work through the 
exercise sheets

Group 1: Arrest | Protective 
custody order

Group 2: Arrival at the 
Dachau camp | Registration 
procedure

Group 3: Life in the camp | 
barracks | 
functionary prisoners

Group 4: Standing at atten-
tion | camp punishments | 
life under constant threat

Group 5: Work details | 
living conditions 
of Jewish prisoners

Group 6: Death and dying 
in the camp

LEARNING GOALS

Activate prior knowledge

Awaken interest in the 
biography of a former 
concentration camp prisoner

Become familiar with 
different important themes 
on life in the 
Dachau concentration camp

Create an emotional 
connection to the topic

Reflect on the film

Delve deeper into what 
was shown in the film by 
working with the more 
detailed e-paper version of 
the graphic novel

TEACHING 
TECHNIQUE

Conversation 
in class, 
teacher talk

Film screening 

Work in 
small groups

NECESSARY 
MATERIAL / MEDIA

For preparation:
biographical material

For giving the 
lesson: photo 
of Edgar 
Kupfer-Koberwitz / 
beamer or docucam

Animated graphic 
novel / beamer

Exercise sheets for 
group work 
(groups 1-6)

Access to the 
e-paper version of 
the graphic novel
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TIME STRUCTURE

TIME

30 min

5 min

10 min

CONTENTS

Presentation of the 
themes worked on

Check together  
exercise sheet 2

Practical pointers for the 
visit to the 
Dachau Memorial Site

Homework: Note open 
questions for the visit 
to the Dachau Memorial Site

Work on exercise sheet 2  
with the help of the 
e-paper version on the 
website (flipbook)

LEARNING GOALS

Evaluating and consolidating 
the results

Consolidate what has been 
worked on and learnt

Leads into the visit to the 
Memorial Site

Awaken curiosity for the visit 
to the Dachau Memorial Site

Sensitize students about 
the differences in the 
appearance of the historical 
Dachau concentration camp 
and today’s Memorial Site

TEACHING  
TECHNIQUE

Student 
presentations, 
conservation 
in class

Class 
conversation

Partner work

NECESSARY  
MATERIAL / MEDIA

The worked on 
exercise sheets 
from the group 
work (groups 1-6), 
docucam

Exercise sheet 2 / 
Docucam or beamer

Copies of exercise 
sheet 2

Access to the 
e-paper version of 
the graphic novel, 
above all pages:
16 (“Jourhaus”), 
18 (“shunt room”), 
20 (“prisoner 
baths”), 24/25/26 
(barrack 12), 
29 (roll call area), 
41 (small cremato-
rium) / Docucam 
and beamer
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Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz in his former prisoner clothes with all the manuscript pages, 

beginning of 1946.  Archive of the Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial Site, DaA F5229  

EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL  THE GRAPHIC NOVEL  A  LI FELON G SU RVIVAL  
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PREPARING A VISIT TO THE DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL SITE  |  MODULE 2  |  GROUP WORK

GROUP 1
ARREST I PROTECTIVE CUSTODY ORDER

EXERCISES

1

3

2

Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz was arrested on the island of Ischia by the 
Italian police in the fall of 1940. He was arrested on the basis of a 
police agreement between the allied states of Germany and Italy on 
extraditing “political criminals” that came into effect in 1936.

a) Read the panels on pages 9-13 and 27.

b) Note the most important points Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz 
 makes about his arrest.

a) Discuss what the example of 
 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz’s arrest says about 
 how the Nazis persecuted people.

b) Analyze what these kind of persecution practices 
 means for a society.

a) Find out the reasons for the arrest given on the  
 protective custody order (p. 13) and which patch  
 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz was given in the Dachau  
 concentration camp (p. 27). The translation of 
 the respective sentence in the protective custody  
 order (p. 13) reads: “Reasons: because he has 
 seriously damaged the reputation of the German  
 people and state abroad through his actions.”

b) Reflect on and interpret what “protective custody”  
 means and why the Nazis made use of this term.

The Dachau Concentration Camp
in the Secret Notes of the

Prisoner Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

9

You did not vote in the second 
election when Hitler was reelected. 

The stamp is missing from 
your passport.

Anyone can claim that. 
Think. What might be 
the reason you're here?

I was sick.

Do you know
where you are?

Yes, and in the Gestapo office.
Tell me why you're here?

Are your papers in order?

Do you really have no idea
why Italy deported you?

Yes, in Germany, at the Brenner Pass.

I don't know.

You have them right
in front of you.

No.

At the Brenner Pass, a Gestapo office at the border checkpoint 

10

Is that true?

I am not a member of the 
party. I have also never set 
foot in the »Brown House«

in Naples.

Most likely because
I never used the

»Heil Hitler« greeting.

I live a secluded life in a remote 
area. I don't understand politics 

and leave it to those who do.

now we're getting closer to the point. So 
you were dismissive of the Third Reich.

See, 

 You’re still surprised?

In these times,                has to 
feel and act politically. Can you think of 

any other reason for you being here?

And you are still wondering 
why you are here?

everyone 

11

ARE YOU
EDGAR KUPFER?

Innsbruck, a Gestapo office in prison 

Upright gait,

slightly springy,

deliberate.
What? Do you think we send 

people like you to a camp? 
You are far too harmless

and too tender.

Is this perhaps my letter of 
conveyance for the camp?

Walk a few paces to the 
window and then

come back ...

Yes.

12

Look here.
You too?

Innsbruck, in the Gestapo prison courtyard

Yes, as you can see, you were 
a poor oracle. But why? We are just 

sending you to the 
countryside for a little rest, 

for a short time only,
for months or years,

perhaps you will stay there 
forever if you like it.

The people we send there 
usually don’t come back. 

It’s as if we’re all dangerous criminals. I am 
not sure - should I be ashamed or should they 
be ashamed for handcuffing us like this?

13

Were we detained to protect us from 
the people's anger? Or were we 
arrested to protect the state from us?

Someone claimed that this certificate 
would be given to anyone sent to
a concentration camp. Curiously, 
this was denied by all sides. No one 
wanted to admit it, but everyone 
anticipated it. 

»Protective custody warrant«

27

Now, sew this on your jacket 
and pants. Don’t sew it upside 
down, otherwise it will look like 

you’re in the Wehrmacht.

What does that mean? Why do we have to 
do this? I understand that, with the striped 
uniform and shaved hair, we are identified 
as prisoners, especially in the event of an 

escape. But why the red triangle?

It’s used to divide the prisoners into groups.
Be glad  you have a red triangle. You must have 
everything  sewn on by roll call because no one is 

allowed to  walk around without a number
and triangle.

Scan here for the 
graphic novel!
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PREPARING A VISIT TO THE DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL SITE  |  MODULE 2  |  GROUP WORK  

GROUP 2
ARRIVAL AT THE DACHAU CAMP I  
REGISTRATION PROCEDURE

EXERCISES

1

3

2

On November 11, 1940 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz was taken to the 
Dachau concentration camp. The registration procedure began 
immediately upon arrival. After personal details were recorded in 
the Political Department, the prisoners were taken to the 
maintenance building. Located here were the “shunt room” 
(scene on p. 18) and the “prisoner baths” (p. 20).

a) Read the panels on pages 15-21.

b) Note down what happened to 
 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz in these rooms. 

With this admissions process the SS wanted to turn 
people into “numbers”.

a) Describe which aspects you think make up the 
 individuality and identity of a person.

b) Discuss which of these aspects you think the SS 
 could take away from the prisoners and which ones 
 they could not.

a) Find out which steps made up the 
 registration procedure.

b) Reflect on the impact this procedure and the violence  
 inflicted had on the persons forced to go through it. 
 Consider Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz’s own thoughts on  
 this (p. 20).

The Dachau Concentration Camp
in the Secret Notes of the

Prisoner Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

15

How did they
treat you? 

It's true, this is where we climbed out of 
the car. Before that, we drove along a 
road lined by poplar trees. There were 

even flower beds. Can you imagine 
that? Three people in our group were 
returning to Dachau. I was lucky to 

have their help.

You mean, how did I go 
from being a person to 

a number? 

16

Even from a distance, you could see that everything 
was kept disconcertingly clean and not even the 
smallest piece of paper could be seen. There was 

something relentless, something terrible, something 
very chilling hanging over everything. Never before 

have I experienced an environment that was so 
unconditionally dangerous and hostile. It was as if 

the air was full of frozen cries of despair.

17

Five admissions 
to the camp!

Open the gate!

Doesn't it all look peaceful, harmless, 
and inviting? Doesn't it make you 
think it will be nice to live here?

18

When were 
you born?

Take it off! Now, quick! 
Clothes and underwear, 

all in one pile!

Hurry up if you don't want to be 
kicked. Be glad that there are so 
few of us. When more prisoners 
come, there are always beatings.

So I did what everyone else was doing - took off 

my coat as quickly as possible, spread it on the 

floor, and put my jacket, pants, shirt, underwear, 

socks, and shoes on it. We had to empty our 

pockets first. Then everything was put together 

into a bundle. A prisoner with a shaved head came 

and recorded the individual items. The contents of 

our pockets went in a bag and were not written 

down separately. Money could be kept, up to thirty 

marks. I also had to hand over the locket that my 

landlady from Ischia had given me as a farewell. 

It represented San Giovan Giuseppe della Croce, 

the Saint of Ischia.

He was supposed to have protected me. 

Do you think 
you can sleep 

here? Eh? 

Take off 
your hat!

Surname? 

19

Would you like to get up, you 
scumbag? Won't you stand at 

attention now, eh? 

The young Austrian lad 
was unfortunate again.
He wasn't fast enough 
with his stuff. 

Standing at attention naked seemed like a bad joke to me.
I looked at the faces of the others. Their expressions were 
tense, but nothing about them revealed that the scene was 
unusual for them. They seemed to consider this normal; only 
their eyes showed that they were following everything very 
closely, visibly on guard.

Stand still!
Turn right, into the baths.

Go!

20

Now the hair gets cut. 
Dachau hairstyle, shorn.

Is this to denigrate us or for sanitation?

We were showered with warm 
water. Then everyone was given
a towel. Our new clothes were 
in bundles on a bench. I was 
last. Only a single bundle
was left...

Then another prisoner came and shaved off the hair under our arms 

and our pubic hair. Someone else checked us for venereal diseases. 

Then the door to the baths was opened.

I had gotten two different shoes - one fit, the other was a torture 
chamber. But I had to go in, because the SS man was already rolling 
his eyes wildly and approaching menacingly. I looked down at myself 
in amazement. But then I saw the others standing there, waiting for 
me. They stood there like unfortunate clowns. What they turned people 
into here! Were we really no longer ourselves because of our shaved 
heads and striped clothes? Had we already entered another category, 
that of »prisoners«? Outwardly, at least, we were hardly recognizable.
And inwardly? I no longer felt like a civilian. 
I had become someone else, but who? 
Life outside seemed distant and long gone.

21

Enter!

Once my file was issued with 
the proper citation of my 
date of birth, address,
occupation, and everything 
else, I received my number:

»21 547«

Everything you see, we've built. 
What an enormous effort it cost! 

Six years of hard work, sweat 
and a lot of blood. 

Everything had to be done quickly. 
Most of the time we were up to our ankles 

in water because this is all marshland here. 
There's a large, empty field behind the wall. 

They call it the »plantation.« 
It's good, flat land today. 

We did everything, felled trees, 
tore out the roots, leveled the ground, 

and moved the soil. 
It cost a lot of lives.

Scan here for the 
graphic novel!

©
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
 D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 O

F
 T

H
E

 D
A

C
H

A
U

 C
O

N
C

E
N

T
R

A
T

IO
N

 C
A

M
P

 M
E

M
O

R
IA

L
 S

IT
E

 2
0

2
5



©
 E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
 D

E
P

A
R

T
M

E
N

T
 O

F
 T

H
E

 D
A

C
H

A
U

 C
O

N
C

E
N

T
R

A
T

IO
N

 C
A

M
P

 M
E

M
O

R
IA

L
 S

IT
E

 2
0

2
5

EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL  THE GRAPHIC NOVEL  A  LI FELON G SU RVIVAL      

PREPARING A VISIT TO THE DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL SITE  |  MODULE 2  |  GROUP WORK   

GROUP 3
LIFE IN THE CAMP I BARRACKS I FUNCTIONARY PRISONERS

EXERCISES

1

3

2

After Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz was given his prisoner clothes 
and number, he was confronted with the living conditions in 
the camp for the first time.

a) Read the panels on the pages 22-26.

b) Note down how Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz describes 
 the places and what he experiences there.

In the sickbay and block 12 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz 
encountered functionary prisoners 
(e.g. kapos, room elders), who the SS installed in 
different areas of the camp. 

a) Find out the similarities and differences 
 in how the functionary prisoners behaved 
 towards their fellow prisoners. 

b) Discuss how much scope to act functionary 
 prisoners had, and why they made use of this in 
 different ways.

Look closer again at pages 24-26.

a) Describe the strict tidiness that had to be 
 observed in the barracks.

b) Think about why the SS imposed this 
 strict tidiness.

The Dachau Concentration Camp
in the Secret Notes of the

Prisoner Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

22

We need to go to the sickbay now. 
Walk in step, and if an SS man 

comes and I say, »Caps off!«, then 
whip it off your head immediately.

There was a shelf in front of the door where a 
prisoner took our shoes. Each of us was given 
a corresponding number. It was perfectly 
arranged, almost like a theater cloakroom. 

23

In our socks, we entered through a double door. Inside was a 

small waiting room with brightly painted walls. White benches 

stood against the wall, which we were allowed to sit on.

We had barely sat there for five minutes when the double door 

swung open. I was struck by terror. Corpses wandered in, 

skeletons trembling in prisoner clothes. I will never forget 

this procession as long as I live. They dragged their legs 

cumbersomely, they staggered, holding on to one another.

Standing next to the fallen man, he 

absent-mindedly removed his jacket and 

took off his shirt. Behind him, others 

mechanically followed his example. They 

were the movements of alien beings. The 

fallen man rose slowly, as if rising from 

the grave. Could these still be human 

beings? Were they really alive? Were they 

still breathing? Were they ghosts? 

Go! Haven't you
undressed yet? 

Idiot! Hold your arm over 
the bucket! March! Go to the 

treatment room!
Next! Things are really dire, here.

They’re from the last Flossenbürg 
transport. They all look like this over 

there. A lot of them have already 
died. Many were between thirty-six 
and forty-five kilos. They’ve gone 

through a great deal - hard work in 
the quarry and bad food. Dachau is 
just Dachau. About half or more of 

them will also go to the oven. I have 
to tell you to undress. The head nurse 

will be here in a moment. 
We undressed and then sat down naked

on the bench. A cold draft came in from 
the window. But then I felt ashamed 
about my chills while sitting next

to these skeletons. 

Don’t make a fuss! 
Get up!

24

In Block 12

Just come in. Shoes off!
Put your shoes in front of the 

door! Now report to the 
room elder. 

Where is he? 

I think he's 
sitting

behind you.

I'm supposed to report, sir. 

Apologies.

You are supposed to report to me,
but here we use the informal »you.« 

You don't need to apologize. You'll learn to use the 
informal »you.« At first, it was hard for me too. 

I'll give you your stuff now. 
Come on, let me show you your locker. 

25

An hour on the 
tree? What’s that? 

It's a camp punishment. 
You'll hear about it soon 

enough. 

How can a cupboard 
be kept so clean?

Is it new? 

It is already years old. 
Everything has to be 
super clean here. But 

come into the 
dormitory now so I can 

show you your bed.

The room elder showed me where the dishes belonged. 
Plates, knives, forks, and spoons were placed on a 
tiny ledge inside the door. A set was already there. 
The cupboard was to be shared by two people. 
Bowls and a cup were placed on the two upper shelves. 
Some pieces were already there as well.

This compartment is for bread. The bottom stays empty. It's only for 
cigarettes or the like. This small box that hangs on the door is for the shoe 
brush and the scrubber pad. Soap goes here. The washcloth is hung under 
the  towel. The towel is folded lengthwise into three parts. It must always 
hang  from the hook, impeccably folded. No stain, no matter how small, 

may get on  the wood, because, if the block leader sees it, it will be 
reported immediately  as a rule violation. Sandpaper is here, next to the 
brushes. As soon as you see  a stain, you have to remove it straightaway. 
On Sundays, the locker is  thoroughly cleaned from top to bottom, and 
everything is sanded down. The  dishes must also be completely clean. 
Look, you have to pass it through here  under the handles. If a drop of 

water is left behind and the block leader sees  it, this also goes on report. 
Always wash and dry everything thoroughly. For  a single drop of coffee 

still visible on the cup or the dishes, you can get an hour on the tree. 

26

See, the pillows are all at 
the same height;

if you look closely, you can see that
they are precisely arranged. 

None of them even protrude half 
a centimeter.

And look at the checked patterns
of the blankets: they 

all run straight downward, 
there isn't a single crooked line. 

Each bed is the same height. 
And watch out if there is even 
the slightest wrinkle. You’ll be 
placed immediately on report.

We used to have block leaders who fired their pistols over 
the beds to see if they were lined up straight. 

Scan here for the 
graphic novel!
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PREPARING A VISIT TO THE DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP MEMORIAL SITE  |  MODULE 2  |  GROUP WORK   

GROUP 4
STANDING AT ATTENTION I CAMP PUNISHMENTS I 
LIFE UNDER CONSTANT THREAT

EXERCISES

1

3

2

In his notes Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz goes into great detail about the 
inhumanity of the concentration camp system and describes how 
the living conditions in the camp effect the behavior of some of his 
fellow prisoners.

a) Read the panels on pages 28-32 and 37.

b) Note down the different kinds of harassment 
 and punishments in the Dachau camp.

“There were tens of thousands of prisoners in 
Dachau, you greatly outnumbered the SS. 
How did they manage to break the spirit of 
so many?” asks the American soldier in 
the graphic novel. Discuss a plausible answer 
to this question.

Find examples of situations in the graphic novel where 
prisoners show empathy to one another, but also 
others where a deadening of sympathy are evident.

The Dachau Concentration Camp
in the Secret Notes of the

Prisoner Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

28

There were tens of thousands of prisoners 
in Dachau, you greatly outnumbered the SS.

How did they manage to break the spirit
of so many?

You’re telling me.
»They broke us down into tiny, tiny 
fragments, they broke our will and 

crushed it with banal things. Our hair 
was shaved, the ridiculous striped 
clothes, and just with that we had 

lost our personalities. Every day they 
drilled into us that we were idiots, 

idiots who didn’t know how to make a 
bed, didn’t understand how to 
properly clean a bowl or a locker.

And if we had finally learnt how to do
all  this, then they made it clear to us 
that we didn’t know how to stand at 
attention, that we had forgotten to 

fasten a button.« 

The system was total in its 
hostility and inhumanity. 

Let me give you a few 
examples …

29

Twelve thousand six hundred and 
thirty-two prisoners filed in for roll call, 
fourteen less through death, nothing 

new to report. 

Roll Call 

Twelve thousand prisoners stood stock still, like pillars cast from ore, 
and the rain poured down on their bare, shaved heads. Again, the old 
game began, the falling in and lining up, the waiting, the block elders 
doing the count and then the block leader, the report, everything.
And again, it took over an hour.

With each hour of roll call, more of our health crumbles away. This is not murder, oh no, 
just a slow obliteration. And just wait, if someone is missing, then we will stand here all 
night until they are found. No one dares to even whisper. Once they had us take off our 

mittens in the harsh winter. We had to put them in front of us with the coats and jackets. 
After a few hours, the first person fell. More than fifty men often died in one night. That's 

why we are all so outraged when someone runs away. He will be caught sooner or later.

30

The three most evil camp punishments – 
flogging on the trestle, the tree 
hanging, and detention in the bunker 

Or: »Today you’re on the tree.« You only learn this at 
the last moment. And what that means, standing there with 
thirty men or more and watching the others in front take 
their turn - my dear man, that requires nerves. And how 
they hit! We have had people who have had to lie in the 
sickbay for weeks, and many have died from the beatings.

The tree counts as a minor camp punishment. For example, 
if you haven’t fastened a button on your jacket, or your 
shoes are not on the shelf perfectly clean, or a drop 
of coffee still stains your dishes, or your bed is not 
perfectly made - all this and a thousand other things 
will immediately earn you a report and then an hour of 
the tree. The »tree-hanging« punishment was so dangerous 
that a person couldn't hang there for more than two hours 
without running the risk of death. Prisoners are hanged 
and beaten on two specific days of the week. Often fifty 
or eighty men are processed in one day. 

At any moment, you could be walking across the camp road, 
and an SS man will stop you and frisk you. They do this 
to maintain camp discipline and out of sadism. Because of 
a cigarette butt, you first get put on report, then you 
wait anxiously until you have an »interrogation«, and 
then you have to wait a few weeks again and worry daily 
about what will happen to you. Until one day before roll 
call, you are told, »You won’t be marching out today, 
you’re getting your butt whipped«...  

When the punishment is over, you go to the bunker 
in the camp prison. There you stay in solitary 
confinement for forty days, usually in a dark cell, 
and you are only allowed to lie down at night. 
Yes, and whoever comes out usually ends up in the 
»penal unit«, in »isolation.« This means there is 
a two-thirds certainty that death will come.

31

Everyday life in an ongoing state of emergency

Officially, prisoners were prohibited from using violence, but the 
SS knew that kapos and block personnel did it. Yes, even that these 
men often killed their own comrades, but they did not see it. Pity 
the prisoner who would have complained about beatings from a kapo 
or block superior to the SS. It would probably have meant his death. 

Every person develops their skills based on the requirements of the 
environment. Everything that was good and conducive to normal life 
is no longer relevant. What used to be considered abhorrent and 
spoiled one’s path through life is now what saves, what is admired, 
what promises success, or at least makes it possible to keep one’s 
head above water.

Is it any wonder when the gentlest people become brutal, and the 
darker sides of our nature manifest themselves in this hell? 
Once one has started down this path, the rest comes very easily, 
and so a good citizen becomes one of our fellow demons.  

32

 »One day passed like any other. What used to seem remarkable or 
outrageous to us had now become almost commonplace. People 
froze, people collapsed from exhaustion, people were beaten, 

kicked, yelled at, people stared blankly with desolate, apathetic 
eyes. It was as if it had to be like that, as if there was nothing 
else. On the contrary, when we thought of  the world outside, it 

seemed to us highly abnormal and unimaginable, like a  castle in 
the air that we had built but could never be reality.«

But not too quickly, not too 
much at once. Your body has 

to get used to eating 
properly again.

Don't forget to eat.

37

Day by day people became more obstinate, 
their moods worsened, to the point of malice.
Physical well-being played a major role. 
The worse their health became, the more irritable 
they became, the hungrier they became, 
the greedier their eyes shone, the more unfairly 
they were treated, the more unscrupulous 
they behaved towards their neighbors, the more 
brutishly they were treated, the more brutal 
they became. I had thought that common suffering 
forged a bond between people, but it divided them.
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GROUP 5
WORK DETAILS I 
LIVING CONDITIONS OF JEWISH PRISONERS

EXERCISES

1

3

2

The prisoners were forced to work in the concentration camps. 
The work ranged from clerical duties through to the hardest 
physical labor. The work detail a prisoner was assigned to either 
reduced or increased their chances of survival.

a) Read the panels on the pages 33-39.

b) Note down the work details 
 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz describes.

The SS had the saying “Work sets you free” mounted 
on the entry gate to the prisoner camp. Based on 
what you have already read, analyze how the prisoners 
may have felt about this saying.

On page 39 Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz describes the 
working conditions in the “gravel pit.”

a) Identify the factors which made this work 
 detail so inhumane. 

b) Consider why the SS mostly deployed 
 Jewish prisoners in this work detail.

The Dachau Concentration Camp
in the Secret Notes of the

Prisoner Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

33

The »plantation« work detail  

34

The work detail was called »plantation.« The large 
column of men marched to the rear gate. It was opened. 
We had to sing and march on a road along the outer wall 
of the camp. The wall was on the left, but to the right 
vast fields unrolled, and in their middle stood a very 
large building. The road was soggy, it was raining. 
We sang and we froze, we marched between the fields 
towards the large building and stopped in front of it. 
The long line disbanded into small groups, which then 
disappeared here and there. Only about a hundred men 
remained in front of the building.

35

We had to reach into these rotten 
piles, fish out the still usable 
pieces of the peppers, cut them,
and throw them into another crate.
From there, they went in carts to
the pepper mill. An SS man with 
a revolver in his belt stood by us 
and pushed us to work faster. 
The rain was cold.

The peppers were cold too, and the 
wind whistled around our wet bodies.
 
I found myself among many Poles.
Every now and then they talked to 
each other a little, secretly and 
timidly, because it was forbidden.

Go! March!
Move the crates from the storage shed!

Over here!
And start immediately!

You stay here and clean 
peppers. I don't have 

anything better for you at 
the moment. We'll see what 

you can do later.

36

Good for your belly. 
Rain bad. Very 

hungry.

Didn't you hear, you filthy swine, 
you’re not allowed to eat, it's 

forbidden? Don't stare at me so 
stupidly. Work!

That's what you'll get 
now, »twenty-five« or 

the »tree.« 

What? Has the swine eaten 
something? Kapo, make a 
note of that, put him on 

report! He's not going to eat 
any more peppers, the pig!

The Pole had become very serious.
Now he was going to be given the cane, 
twenty-five terrible lashings on his 
buttocks, wearing only his underpants, 
he, a grown man, just because he had 
eaten some bites of these half-rotten 
peppers. The rain was pelting down 

incessantly. We were nothing more than 
drenched, freezing lumps, slicing 
rotting peppers with our trembling 

hands, chilled to the bone.

37

Day by day people became more obstinate, 
their moods worsened, to the point of malice.
Physical well-being played a major role. 
The worse their health became, the more irritable 
they became, the hungrier they became, 
the greedier their eyes shone, the more unfairly 
they were treated, the more unscrupulous 
they behaved towards their neighbors, the more 
brutishly they were treated, the more brutal 
they became. I had thought that common suffering 
forged a bond between people, but it divided them.

38

39

The gravel pit was a hole about three meters deep, fifteen to twenty meters in diameter.
In the past, gravel had been excavated there, so the name »gravel pit« remained.

Now it was really only used for waste. The »Moor Express« came once or twice a day. It was mostly
full of all kinds of waste from the SS hospital and the SS barracks. For those in the gravel pit, it 

was a special event every time the truck was unloaded. At the bottom, the Jews stood with their 
stampers, usually well over a hundred men, huddling closely together to warm themselves some. Some 
dragged the rubbish into the middle of the pit with pitchforks, while others had to stamp it down.  

This, of course, required little time, but, because they had no other work, they were left to 
stamp here. Not for hours. No, days, weeks, months. While I was there, I saw them stamping, a 

frightened herd, sometimes fifty, sometimes all three hundred men, crammed together, 
freezing, miserable, and starving. As soon as the SS men accompanying the truck had left, the 

starving men fell like wild animals on the rubbish, rummaged through it with their hands, 
pulled everything edible out of the dirt, or rather »what had once been edible.« I saw them 
picking cheese rinds out of feces, half-rotten cooked and raw potatoes, moldy bread thrown 
away by the SS, and rotten sausage ends. They snatched the loot from each other's hands 
and devoured it. No one could hold them back. Once I saw a man chewing leather. Then 
they picked out everything useful, including old gauze bandages that were full of dirt 
and may have already covered heaven knows what kind of wounds. They had nothing else 

to bandage their wounds. 
 

They also pulled old rags out of the waste to wrap their freezing feet. Old 
newspapers were also sought after. Even if they were shredded, you could still 

read something, something that told you what was happening in the outside world. 
The happy owner of such scraps then entered the middle of the human cluster and 

read aloud to his fellow pit-mates. 

 
There were days when the Jews simply didn’t stamp and were so 
apathetic that they no longer seemed to be there. Or they only 
stamped when they were so cold that freezing was imminent. They 

pressed very closely together and awaited death. But it 
scorned coming quickly to pick them up,

it came s l o w l y ,

t e r r i b l y  s l o w l y .  

Scan here for the 
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GROUP 6
DEATH AND DYING IN THE CAMP

EXERCISES

1

3

2

While working in the penal company, Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz 
observed that fellow prisoners had to carry coffins. 
The danger of not surviving the concentration camp was 
omnipresent for the prisoners, especially from 1940 onwards.       

a) Read the panels on the pages 41-44.

b) Note how Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz describes death 
 and dying in the Dachau concentration camp.

Many of those who survived persecution in the 
concentration camps and the Holocaust in general asked 
themselves after 1945 why they had survived and 
so many others did not – in research this is known as 
“survivor guilt”.

a) Analyze Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz’s way of dealing 
 with this “survivor guilt”.

b) Think about other ways survivors dealt with 
 their experiences after the Nazi period came to an end.

Take another look at pages 43 and 44. 
Identify the aspects of how the dead were 
dealt with which Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz 
found to be particularly distressing.

The Dachau Concentration Camp
in the Secret Notes of the

Prisoner Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz

41

Why so many coffins? Get going! Thirty 
men to carry the 
coffin. Pronto!

Penal unit 

They’re being taken to the morgue.
The building with the tower-like structure there 

is the crematorium. The room that looks like 
a garage from here is the morgue.

And what happens 
to the coffins?

The dead are thrown in and 
the coffins are nailed shut so 

that no one can see what
is inside.

Because sometimes there are 
two in a coffin. In the 

crematorium, the coffins are 
immediately pushed into the 
oven. It's better that way. 
Dachau corpses are not a 

pretty sight.

42

Now they have to carry the coffins inside, and then they have to throw the 
corpses into the coffin, slap-dash! If it's not fast enough, then the work 
detail leader gives them a swift kick in the rear. And the smell! Well, it's 
winter now. It's still tolerable, but in summer! And what they look like,

how they stare at you …

A Dachau corpse is not very heavy. Most of them are just skeletons.
When you see them lying there like this, you can hardly believe that they 
were once people, mates. Neatly arranged - one positioned with their head 

up, another with their head down, so they lie side by side and stacked
on top of each other. But they are washed, like with proper corpses.

Two prisoners connect the hose to the water pipe and wash the dead.  

The men who do this work have become used to the horror. By the way,
it’s a good detail, you have almost nothing to do all day but plonk down 

the corpses, and when a new corpse arrives, pile them up properly
and wash them down with the hose. Otherwise, it's relatively easy.

The SS leaves them alone, and they get SS food. But some of them just end 
up lying between the corpses. If they keep their mouths shut, it's good,

if not, they're lost. 

It seemed never-ending. An SS man stood by. 
Another coffin came. The inmates carrying it 
swayed. They did not seem to have enough 
strength to carry the load the few steps to 
the truck. When the coffin had to be lifted, 
they couldn't do it.

Bastards! 
Bastards!

Likely there were two in the box.

Fifteen to twenty, I guess.

Depending on the situation, sometimes it is the 
bodies from one day, sometimes from two or 
three days.

It can vary. Sometimes only five or eight die, maybe 
one day only three, and on another day, there are 

more, maybe ten, twelve, or eighteen, depending on 
the season and the circumstances. Wait for winter. If 
you are paying attention, you can count the coffins 
yourself then. Of course, as I said, sometimes they 

throw two in a coffin.

 How many dead can there be?
There were fifteen coffins.

Do they always let so many 
corpses pile up?

Do you mean that fifteen men die in 
Dachau in one day, or even twenty?

43

Morgue 

They lie stacked on top of one another,
like logs of wood, 
naked, defeated by the hardship and misery, 
many a son a father’s pride. 
Not a single candle flickers, 
no incense is burnt, 
they lie like rotting wood, 
they lie stark naked on the ground,
the dead of Dachau. 

No loving hand winds the wreath, 
no woman attends and washes the dead,
no bier is regaled in a wreath of palms,
haloed by candlelight, 
only their eye blinks in a broken sheen
from out of the stacked rows 
and many a bloodstain dabs its roses 
on the dead of Dachau.

44

  »Imagine, in the middle of an orderly country, an orderly 
life, here in Dachau, where the barracks and the floors of the 
rooms must shine like the parquet floor of a salon, where every 
checked pattern of the beds must be precisely aligned, where 
you are punished if a button is missing, here, in this order, 

the corpses are plunked down as if they were rubbish.«

Why are you torturing yourself
with fresh wounds? 

Why don't you try to forget all 
of this as soon as possible?

Well,
for them ... 

45

»This book is dedicated to the dead, the dead of Dachau.«

Scan here for the 
graphic novel!
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EXERCISE SHEET 2: CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

EXERCISE

Edgar Kupfer-Koberwitz was imprisoned in the 
Dachau concentration camp from November 
1940 until liberation on April 29, 1945. The Dach-
au Concentration Camp Memorial Site was esta-
blished in 1965. Much has changed since then 
– for example, existing buildings were demolished 
and monuments erected. Look at the camp map 
from the graphic novel. It shows a drawing of the 

grounds in 1945. The photos show locations in 
the Memorial Site in 2024.

1.  Flip through the e-paper of the graphic novel  
 and note the page numbers where there are  
 drawings of historical locations.
  
2.  Match today’s places with the historical 
 locations on the camp map.

Former “prisoner baths” Former “shunt room”

Former small crematorium

Former roll call area

Former “Jourhaus”Barack marker

Camp Road

Maintenance building
Guard tower

Guard tower »Plantation«
Barracks 

They drove you here in a car, 
to just before the small 

bridge, right? What was 
your first impression?

Ro
ll
 c
al
l 
ar
ea
 

“Bunker” –

the camp prison 

Guard tower

Guard tower

Old 

Crematorium 

Block 12

“Barrack X” 

(from 1942/43) 

Jourhaus

Functional building 

Political 

Department

SS Main Guardhouse 

Functional 

building 

Prisoner bath

Shunt room 

Functional 

building 

Commandant’s Office 

Workshops of the Deutsche 

Ausrüstungswerke (German 

Equipment Works) (DAW) 

Guard tower

Guard tower

Page

_____

Page

_____

Page

_____

Page

_____

Page

_____

Page

_____
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